
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



RECENT THEOLOGICAL LITERA TURE 1 7 5 

doctrine. And such persons as Nymphas and Philemon, mentioned 
by the author, are not in the New Testament called elders. He will 
have to find some other way to evolve the Romish priesthood ; it is 
possible that its roots are not in the New Testament. 

Finally the author discusses the agape. He finds no trace of it 
during the first four centuries. Paul, to be sure, speaks of a meal par- 
taken of in connection with the Lord's Supper, but he denies that this 
was an agape, since there was no liturgical or priestly service connected 
with it. 

This book is well written. Its discussions evince broad scholarship. 
It is interesting throughout. The author, a loyal Roman Catholic, 
acknowledges that in his historical investigations he must take into 
account the law of evolution. In his effort so to do he has been meas- 
urably successful. 

Galusha Anderson. 

The University of Chicago. 



Zur Geschichte des sittlichen Denkens und Lebens. Neun 
Vortrage. Von Dr. K. Dorner. Hamburg und Leipzig : 
Voos, 1901. Pp. xii + 200. M. 4. 

Studien zur altprotestantischen Ethik. Von Gustav Hoen- 
nicke, Dr. phil., Lie. theol., Privatdozent an der Univer- 
sitat Berlin. Berlin: C. A. Schwetschke & Sohn, 1902. Pp. 
132. 

Zwei ethisch-religiose Abhandlungen. Von Soren Kierke- 
gaard. I: Darf ein Mensch sick fur die Wahrheit todten lassen ? 
II : Ueber den Unterschied zwischen einem Genie und einetn 
Apostel. Zum ersten Male aus dem Danischen iibersetzt, 
von Julie von Reincke. Giessen : J. Ricker'sche Verlags- 
buchhandlung. 1902. Pp. 72. 

These three books, as shown by their titles, have to do with the 
mutual relations of theology and ethics. The titles also show that the 
scope of discussion in the first is far more comprehensive than is that 
in either of the other two. Kierkegaard confines himself closely to the 
topics named in the title of his book. He is original, incisive, and 
interesting in thought and style. His first treatise, in the Danish, is " a 
poetic essay," which may explain, if not excuse, its failure as a clear, 
direct, progressive exposition of principles. His second defines sharply 
and emphasizes strongly the distinction between the authority of an 
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apostle and a man of genius, between Holy Scripture as the product 
of plenary divine inspiration and all other writings. 

Hoennicke presents clearly and systematically the ethical aspects 
of the doctrinal teaching of the Lutheran theologians of the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries as represented by Melancthon, Gerhard, 
and Quenstedt. In doing this he traces the development of Lutheran 
doctrine from Luther through Melancthon and Gerhard to Quenstedt, 
and shows how the theological interest tended to encroach upon the 
ethical more and more, while at the same time there were developed 
profound and helpful views of the moral law and moral life. He has 
done with conscientious thoroughness the task which he set for him- 
self, and has made all who interest themselves in the questions inves- 
tigated by him very much his debtors. 

Dorner's work is small in bulk, but great in weight and value. 
The range of his investigation and exposition is immense. The 
attempt to compass so much in such scant space has its perils. Such, 
however, is Dorner's mastery of ethics, theology, philosophy, and the 
history of these, that he wholly escapes the perils. His clear eye has 
looked to the very heart of every department of his subject, his accu- 
rate judgment has determined the matter and method requisite to an 
adequate exposition, and his command of clear, pure style has enabled 
him to make his views easily understood by the attentive reader. 

In his first two expositions he treats of the different ethical theo- 
ries and their distinguishing principles, and notes briefly their origin 
and successive stages of development. He takes good care at the 
outset to make sharp and clear the distinction between the moral and 
the non-moral, and to show the absurdity of a merely animal or brute 
morality and its development into a genuine personal morality and 
consciousness. 

The next five expositions deal with the relation of religion to 
morality as historically manifested in the various religions of mankind. 
He takes up in the first the " nature peoples " and the " culture peo- 
ples." By the latter term he designates the Egyptians and the Chi- 
nese. In both classes he finds religion and ethics closely and very 
variously related and the variation of relationship determined by 
conditions external and internal, individual and national. His com- 
parison and contrast of the Chinese and the Egyptians in their 
respective ethical and religious developments is very interesting and 
instructive. Indeed, there is no part of his book of which this is not 
true. The Indo-Germanic peoples have as a common characteristic 
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of their religion a closer kinship of men and gods, and consequently 
less of emphasis upon subjection and supremacy, respectively. But 
their capability of development has proved itself to be immense in 
range. Hence we find such contrasts as those furnished by the Per- 
sians and the people of India on the one hand, and by the Greeks and 
Romans on the other. The developments of Buddhism in the East 
and of philosophical ethics in Greece furnish each an example of 
extreme emphasis upon ethics almost to the exclusion of religion. 
Yet even here the bond of relationship asserts itself and proves its 
inviolability. The Semites — Babylonians, Jews, and Mohammedans — 
so emphasized obedience to the will of God as to leave no room for the 
fine development of scientific ethics, such as that which appeared 
among the Greeks. Christianity is distinguished from all religions by 
emphasizing at once and equally the transcendence and the immanence 
of God, by its doctrine of the incarnation and the consequent genu- 
ine fatherhood of God and brotherhood of man ; hence there inheres 
in it the capability of development into an ethics and a religion com- 
plete and universal. But, in historical realization, this possibility has 
not come to expression. There is traced with clearness the effects 
which have come to this development in the successive stages of its 
history. The discussion of the relation of the Protestant churches to 
ethics and of the recent attempts to construct an ethics independent 
of either church or religion is specially noteworthy. 

The already undue length of this notice makes it necessary to 
leave out of view the fruitful exposition of the relation of ethics to 
law, government, social and economical questions and developments, 
and also to art and science. No notice of the book can be satisfactory 
to the one who writes the notice ; only an adequate translation into 
•our own language will seem fair and just to Dr. Dorner or to the 
writer and readers of the notice. 

G. D. B. Pepper. 

Colby University. 
Waterville, Me. 

The Progress of Dogma. By James Orr, M.A., D.D. New 
York: A. C. Armstrong & Son, 1901. P. 365. $1.75. 

Dr. Orr, who is professor of apologetics and systematic theology 
in the United Free Church College, Glasgow, is already pleasantly 
known to American students of theology through his contributions to 
periodical literature and several books, notably one on Neglected Factors 
in the Study of the Early Progress of Christianity. The basis of the 



